
Travel

Arts & Leisure Winter/ Hiver 2020 - INSPIRATIONS�

As Oklahoma! moves into tour mode Ali Stroker’s 
performance on Broadway stands out

By Alexandra Cohen

TKH H[FHSWLRnaO TRn\ $ZaUd ZLnnLnJ 
UHYLYaO RI 5RdJHUV and +aPPHUVWHLn¶V 

Oklahoma! Pa\ KaYH FORVHd LWV UXn Rn -an�
XaU\ ��� ����� aW %URadZa\¶V &LUFOH Ln WKH 
6TXaUH TKHaWUH� EXW a WRXU ZLOO ¿WWLnJO\ EH 
RSHnLnJ VWaUWLnJ Ln 2NOaKRPa nH[W IaOO�     
XOWLPaWHO\ YLVLWLnJ RWKHU SOaFHV Ln WKH 8nLWHd 
6WaWHV and KRSHIXOO\ &anada�

TKH ¿UVW FROOaERUaWLRn EHWZHHn LFRnLF 
%URadZa\ dXR Richard Rodgers and Os-
car Hammerstein II� Oklahoma! SUHPLHUHd 
IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH Rn %URadZa\ Ln ����� TKH 
PXVLFaO LV FUHdLWHd ZLWK EHLnJ WKH ¿UVW RI LWV 
NLnd� LnWHJUaWLnJ LWV ERRN� VFRUH� and FKRUH�
RJUaSK\ ZLWK WKH JRaO RI adYanFLnJ WKH SORW�
 
TKLV UHYLYaO VHUYHV aV WKH %URadZa\ dHEXW 
RI YLVLRnaU\ dLUHFWRU Daniel Fish� ZKR KaV 
FUHaWHd a YLYLd UH�LPaJLnJ RI WKLV FRXn�
WU\�VHW FOaVVLF� :KLOH KH OHIW WKH RULJLnaO WH[W 
and VFRUH LnWaFW� KH KaV PanaJHd WR H[SORUH 
WKH SORW WKURXJK a ��VW FHnWXU\ OHnV� PaNLnJ 
an ROd VWRU\ IHHO nHZ and UHOHYanW aJaLn�
 
TKH FaVW RI WKLV daUNHU Oklahoma! ZaV OHd E\ 
Rebecca Naomi Jones aV /aXUH\ and ���� 
TRn\ $ZaUd nRPLnHH Damon Daunno aV 
&XUO\ ± ERWK aUH Ln H[FHSWLRnaO YRLFH and KaYH 
FRPSOHWHO\ UH�LnYHnWHd WKH UROHV� TKH\ ZHUH 
MRLnHd E\ ���� TRn\ nRPLnHHV Mary Testa 
�$XnW (OOHU� and TRn\ $ZaUd ZLnnHU Ali Stro-
ker �$dR $nnLH�� aV ZHOO aV Pan\ RWKHU H[�
FHSWLRnaOO\ WaOHnWHd FRPSan\ PHPEHUV�

TKH SURdXFWLRn ZaV KaLOHd aV %HVW RI WKH 
<HaU and UHFHLYHd a &ULWLF¶V 3LFN IURP WKH 

1HZ <RUN TLPHV� 6HW Ln 2NOaKRPa MXVW aIWHU 
WKH WXUn RI WKH FHnWXU\� WKH PXVLFaO H[SORUHV 
WKH FRPSOLFaWHd ORYH VWRU\ RI &XUO\� an LdH�
aOLVW RI a FRZER\� and /aXUH\� a VWXEERUn 
IaUP JLUO� aV WKH\ IaOO Ln ORYH� 

TKRVH IaPLOLaU ZLWK WKH RULJLnaO SURdXFWLRn 
ZLOO UHPHPEHU WKH ���PLnXWH 'UHaP %aOOHW 
VHTXHnFH ZKLFK RnFH FORVHd WKH VKRZ¶V ¿UVW 
aFW� a PHWKRd RI H[SORULnJ /aXUH\¶V URPan�
WLF IHHOLnJV and IHaUV� ,n WKLV UHYLYaO� WKH VH�
TXHnFH KaV EHHn UH�dHYHORSHd aV an aZH�Ln�
VSLULnJ PRdHUn danFH VHTXHnFH SHUIRUPHd 
ZLWK dLP OLJKWLnJ and IUanWLF PXVLF� TKH 
URRP ZaWFKHd Ln a KXVKHd VLOHnFH aV danFHU 
Gabrielle Hamilton PadH KHU Za\ aFURVV 
WKH ÀRRU� 

,n SaUWLFXOaU� WKH VKRZ UHFHLYHd TXLWH a ELW RI 
EX]] IRU WKH FaVWLnJ RI $OL 6WURNHU Ln WKH UROH 
RI $dR $nnLH� WKH FRPHdLF IRLO WR /aXUH\ 
and &XUO\¶V ORYH VWRU\� 6WURNHU� RULJLnaOO\ 
dLVFRYHUHd Rn Ryan Murphy’s UHaOLW\ T9 
FRPSHWLWLRn “The Glee Project,” PadH KLV�
WRU\ Ln ���� aV WKH ¿UVW aFWUHVV Ln a ZKHHO�
FKaLU WR aSSHaU Rn a %URadZa\ VWaJH� 2nFH 
aJaLn� VKH PadH KLVWRU\ OaVW \HaU aV WKH ¿UVW 
SHUIRUPHU Ln a ZKHHOFKaLU WR UHFHLYH a TRn\ 
$ZaUd� 'XULnJ KHU aFFHSWanFH VSHHFK� VKH 
dHdLFaWHd WKH aZaUd WR ³HYHU\ NLd ZKR LV 
ZaWFKLnJ WRnLJKW ZKR KaV a dLVaELOLW\� ZKR 
KaV a OLPLWaWLRn RU a FKaOOHnJH� ZKR KaV 
EHHn ZaLWLnJ WR VHH WKHPVHOYHV UHSUHVHnWHd 
Ln WKLV aUHna�´ 1R dRXEW aERXW LW� VKH WUXO\ LV 
an LnVSLUaWLRn� ,n addLWLRn WR 6WURNHU� EOLnd 
FaVWLnJ Ln WKLV SURdXFWLRn LnFOXdHV SHRSOH 
RI FRORXU Ln UROHV ZKLFK ZHUH WUadLWLRnaOO\ 

JLYHn WR ZKLWH SHRSOH� 6WURNHU¶V ZKHHOFKaLU 
LV JLYHn LWV RZn VHW RI FKRUHRJUaSK\ EXW LV 
Ln nR Za\ LnWHJUaO WR WKH FKaUaFWHU� ,n IaFW� 
6WURNHU SHUIRUPHd ¿YH VKRZV ZHHNO\� ZLWK 
KHU IanWaVWLF XndHUVWXd\� Sasha Hutchings� 
SOa\LnJ WKH UROH IRU WKH WKUHH RWKHU VKRZV� 
+XWFKLnJV dLd nRW XVH a ZKHHOFKaLU dXULnJ 
WKH SHUIRUPanFH� 

TKH ���\HaU�ROd 6WURNHU KaV EHHn SaUaO\]Hd 
VLnFH WKH aJH RI WZR IROORZLnJ a FaU FUaVK� 
$IWHU KHU TRn\ ZLn� VKH ZaV aVNHd E\ a UH�
SRUWHU KRZ WR PaNH %URadZa\ and WKHaWUH 
PRUH aFFHVVLEOH� 

³TKH WKHaWUHV IRU WKH KRXVH� ZKHUH aOO WKH aX�
dLHnFH FRPHV Ln� WKaW LV aOO PadH aFFHVVLEOH WR 
SaWURnV�´ 6WURNHU VaLd� ³%XW WKH EaFN VWaJHV 
aUH nRW� 6R� , ZRXOd aVN WKHaWUH RZnHUV and 
SURdXFHUV WR UHaOO\ ORRN LnWR KRZ WKH\ Fan 
EHJLn WR PaNH WKH EaFNVWaJH aFFHVVLEOH� VR 
SHUIRUPHUV ZLWK dLVaELOLWLHV Fan JHW aURXnd�´
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:KaW VRUW RI FKaOOHnJHV dRHV VKH IaFH HaFK 
da\ Ln WHUPV RI SHUIRUPLnJ" ³, OHaYH KRPH 
an KRXU and �� PLnXWHV EHIRUH FXUWaLn�´ 
VKH H[SOaLnHd� ³TKH VKRZ KaV EHHn VR VXS�
SRUWLYH RI P\ nHHdV� SURYLdLnJ a FaU IRU PH 
WR JHW WR and IURP WKH WKHaWUH and KHOSLnJ 
PH LnVLdH WKH WKHaWUH� %HFaXVH WKHUH aUH a 
ORW RI VWaLUV aW WKH WKHaWUH¶V PaLn HnWUanFH� 
, JR Ln WKURXJK WKH R൶FH EXLOdLnJ nH[W 
dRRU� and WKHn &LUFOH Ln WKH 6TXaUH SXW Ln 
a VWaLU OLIW IRU PH WR JHW dRZn WR WKH dUHVV�
LnJ URRPV and VWaJH OHYHO� TKH\ aOVR SXW 
Ln a UaPS EaFNVWaJH VR , Fan JHW aURXnd�´

, FRXOd nRW KaYH EHHn PRUH LPSUHVVHd E\ 
'anLHO )LVK¶V SURdXFWLRn RI 2NOaKRPa� ,W LV 
WUXO\ a EULOOLanW IHaW ZRUWK\ RI FHOHEUaWLRn� 
and , IHOW JUaWHIXO WR KaYH EHHn Ln WKH SUHV�
HnFH RI VXFK WaOHnW and FUHaWLYLW\�

6Wa\ WXnHd IRU LnIRUPaWLRn Rn WKH WRXU� 
, KRSH LW FRPHV WR 0RnWUHaO� 

BROADWAY 
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Ali Stroker in a scene from Oklahoma! (Photo, Little Fang Photo)


