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Ain’t Too Proud - The Life and Times of the Temptations
By Mike Cohen

N
EW YORK - /DVW \eDr , VDZ Motown 
the Musical DW 3ODFe deV $rWV� WKe $Per�

iFDn dreDP VWRr\ RI 0RWRZn IRunder %err\ 
*Rrd\¶V MRurne\ IrRP IeDWKerZeigKW ER[er WR 
WKe KeDY\ZeigKW PuViF PRguO ZKR ODunFKed 
WKe FDreerV RI 'iDnD 5RVV� 0iFKDeO -DFNVRn� 
6PRNe\ 5REinVRn Dnd PDn\ PRre�  , ORYed 
eYer\ PinuWe RI iW� 6R� ZKen , YiViWed 1eZ 
<RrN &iW\ reFenWO\� , ZDV nDWurDOO\ drDZn WR 

Ain’t Too Proud - The Life and Times of the 
Temptations. ,W ZRn D ���� TRn\ $ZDrd IRr 
%eVW &KRreRgrDSK\ Dnd KDd �� nRPinDWiRnV�

The Temptations iV Dn $PeriFDn YRFDO 
grRuS ZKR reOeDVed D VerieV RI VuFFeVV�

IuO VingOeV Dnd DOEuPV ZiWK Motown during 
WKe ����V Dnd ��V�  )eDWuring ¿Ye PDOe 
YRFDOiVWV Dnd dDnFerV� WKe grRuS IRrPed in 
���� in 'eWrRiW� 0iFKigDn� under WKe nDPe 
The Elgins Dnd gDYe uV VuFK PePRrDEOe 
KiWV  DV 0\ *irO� $in
W TRR 3rRud WR %eg�  , 
:iVK ,W :RuOd 5Din� TreDW +er /iNe D /Dd\� 
-uVW 0\ ,PDginDWiRn �5unning $ZD\ ZiWK 
0e�  Dnd  )Rr 2nFe ,n 0\ /iIe� :KDW %e�
FRPeV RI WKe %rRNen +eDrWed Dnd PRre� 
TKe\ eDrned WKree *rDPP\ $ZDrdV�

Otis Williams iV WKe ODVW OiYing PePEer RI 
WKe TePSWDWiRnV� +iV ERRN DERuW WKe grRuS 
iV WKe EDViV IRr WKe %rRDdZD\ VKRZ� :iO�
OiDPV in IDFW FRnWinueV WR SerIRrP� uVing WKe 
TePSWDWiRnV nDPe�

Ain’t Too Proud, FurrenWO\ SOD\ing DW WKe 
,PSeriDO TKeDWre Rn :eVW ��WK 6WreeW unWiO 
DW OeDVW 86 TKDnNVgiYing :eeNend ����� iV 
WKe eOeFWriI\ing neZ PuViFDO WKDW IROORZV TKe 
TePSWDWiRnV
 e[WrDRrdinDr\ MRurne\ IrRP WKe 
VWreeWV RI 'eWrRiW WR WKe 5RFN 	 5ROO +DOO RI 
)DPe� :iWK WKeir VignDWure dDnFe PRYeV Dnd 
unPiVWDNDEOe KDrPRnieV� WKe\ rRVe WR WKe WRS 
RI WKe FKDrWV FreDWing Dn DPD]ing �� TRS �� 
KiWV ZiWK �� reDFKing nuPEer Rne� TKe reVW iV 
KiVWRr\ ² KRZ WKe\ PeW� WKe grRundEreDNing 
KeigKWV WKe\ KiW Dnd KRZ SerVRnDO Dnd SROiWi�
FDO FRnÀiFWV WKreDWened WR WeDr WKe grRuS DSDrW 
DV WKe 8niWed 6WDWeV IeOO inWR FiYiO unreVW� TKiV 
WKriOOing VWRr\ RI ErRWKerKRRd� IDPiO\� OR\DOW\ 
Dnd EeWrD\DO iV D EeDuWiIuO SrRduFWiRn�

TRn\ $ZDrd nRPinee Derrick Baskin 
SRrWrD\V 2WiV :iOOiDPV Dnd iV WKe gOue WR WKe 
VKRZ� +e nDrrDWeV WKe enWire KiVWRr\ RI WKe 
TePSWDWiRnV IrRP WKe RSening nuPEer un�
WiO WKe FRnFOuViRn� %eIRre ZDONing inWR WKe 
WKeDWre� , ViPSO\ NneZ WKe VRngV ZKiFK PDde 
WKe TePSWDWiRnV VR VuFFeVVIuO� EuW WKiV iV D 

Wrue KiVWRr\ OeVVRn Dnd iW SuOOV nR SunFKeV� 
TKere KDYe Eeen �� PePEerV RI WKe TePS�
WDWiRnV VinFe WKiV grRuS ZDV ¿rVW eVWDEOiVKed� 
:iOOiDPV KDd WR FRnWinuDOO\ PDNe WKe KDrd 
deFiViRnV Dnd drRS PePEerV ZKR Zere nRW 
FRPSRrWing WKePVeOYeV SrRSerO\� $W Rne 
SRinW WZR RI WKe VingerV ZKR Zere OeW gR re�
Wurned IRr D reuniRn WRur� EuW WKe\ FRuOd nRW 
Wurn RYer D neZ OeDI� :iOOiDPV KiPVeOI ZDV 
Dn DEVenWee IDWKer Dnd KuVEDnd� IRFuVed 
e[FOuViYeO\ Rn WKe EuVineVV� , ORYed WKe 
VKRZ VR PuFK WKDW WKe greDWeVW KiWV RI TKe 
TePSWDWiRnV Dre nRZ ORDded Rn P\ i3KRne�

$IWer EreDNing KRuVe reFRrdV DW ERWK 
%erNeOe\ 5eS Dnd TKe .enned\ &enWer� 
WKiV PuViFDO iV ZriWWen E\ WKree�WiPe 2Eie 
$ZDrd Zinner 'RPiniTue 0RriVVeDu� di�
reFWed E\ WZR�WiPe TRn\ $ZDrd Zinner 
'eV 0F$nu൵ �-erVe\ %R\V�� Dnd IeDWur�
ing FKRreRgrDSK\ E\ TRn\ nRPinee 6er�
giR TruMiOOR �Jersey Boys, On Your Feet��

/eDding WKe FurrenW FDVW RI Ain’t Too Proud
DV The Temptations iV TRn\ $ZDrd nRPinee 
Derrick Baskin as Otis Williams� James 
Harkness as Paul Williams, Jawan M. 
Jackson as Melvin Franklin, Jelani Remy 
as Eddie Kendricks� Dnd TRn\ $ZDrd nRP�
inee Ephraim 6ykes as David Ru൶n� Ain’t 
Too Proud DOVR IeDWureV Saint Aubyn, Shawn 
Bowers, E. Clayton Cornelious, Taylor Sy-
mone Jackson, Jahi Kearse, Jarvis B. Man-
ning, Jr., Joshua Morgan, Rashidra Scott, Na-
sia Thomas, Christian Thompson, Candice 
Marie Woods, Esther Antoine, Marcus Paul 
James, Correy West, Drew Wildman Foster, 
Curtis Wiley and Jamari Johnson Williams.

TKe ,PSeriDO TKeDWre SrRYideV DFFRPPRdD�
WiRnV IRr SDWrRnV ZKR Dre EOind� deDI� SDr�
WiDOO\ VigKWed� Dnd�Rr KDYe KeDring ORVV� TKe 

WKeDWre SrRYideV inIrDred DVViVWiYe OiVWening 
deYiFeV IRr eYer\ SerIRrPDnFe� ,n DddiWiRn� 
Eeginning IRur ZeeNV DIWer D VKRZ¶V R൶�
FiDO RSening nigKW SerIRrPDnFe� KDnd�KeOd 
DudiR deVFriSWiRn deYiFeV Dnd KDnd�KeOd 
FDSWiRning deYiFeV Dre DYDiODEOe� Dnd WKere 
iV unOiPiWed DFFeVV WR dRZnORDdDEOe DudiR 
deVFriSWiRn Dnd�Rr FDSWiRning IRr SerVRn�

DO PREiOe deYiFeV Iree RI FKDrge� ,I \Ru 
KDYe TueVWiRnV� FRnWDFW 6KuEerW $udienFe 
6erYiFeV DW ����� �������� Rr DudienFe�
VerYiFeV#VKuEerWRrg�FRP� TKere iV DOVR D 
reSreVenWDWiYe DW WKe 6KuEerW $udienFe 6er�
YiFeV NiRVN DW eYer\ SerIRrPDnFe WR DVViVW 
Dn\ SDWrRn ZiWK Dn\ RI WKeir deYiFeV� VRIW�
ZDre� Rr WeFKnRORg\�

6eDWing iV DFFeVViEOe WR DOO SDrWV RI WKe 
RrFKeVWrD ZiWKRuW VWeSV� TKere Dre nR 
VWeSV WR WKe deVignDWed ZKeeOFKDir VeDW�
ing ORFDWiRn� +DndrDiOV Dre DYDiODEOe 
DW WKe end RI eYer\ VWeSSed VeDW rRZ in 
WKe 0e]]Dnine� TKere Dre nR eOeYDWRrV� 
EuW D ZKeeOFKDir DFFeVViEOe reVWrRRP 
�uniVe[� iV ORFDWed Rn WKe PDin OeYeO�
TiFNeWV IRr Ain’t Too Proud Dre DYDiODEOe E\ 
YiViWing ZZZ�TeOeFKDrge�FRP� E\ FDOOing 
����� ��������� Rr E\ YiViWing WKe ,PSeriDO 
TKeDWre %R[ 2൶Fe ���� :eVW ��WK 6WreeW�� 
)Rr grRuSV RI �� Rr PRre� YiViW ZZZ�
%rRDdZD\,nERund�FRP Rr FDOO ����� ����
����� TKe VKRZ runV WZR Dnd D KDOI KRurV� 
'ue WR &29,'���� WKeDWreV Dre FORVed unWiO 
DW OeDVW $SriO ��� 

A scene from Ain’t Too Proud. (Photo, Matthew Murphy)
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Transforming Adversity into Resilience:  
A Personal Journey with Jennifer Maccarone

Plus a selection of 10 amazing workshops!

This program is pending approval from the Order of Social Workers for 6 training hours.


